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get A beautiful 

pool offers 
more than 
just fun

SSwimming pools are one of the 

best sources for summertime fun. 

Swimming, splashing, sunning 

and relaxing in the privacy of 

your own backyard, who could 

ask for anything more? You 

could! Sure, many people would 

be happy with a pool that meets 

the requirements of such a short 

list, but for others a swimming 

pool is much, much more.

By Michele Piazzoni
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Why not have a pool that takes you away to an island re-
sort every time you look at it, a pool that you can truly ap-
preciate year round? Because even when you’re not swimming 
in it, your pool is the focal point of the yard, probably from 
inside your home as well as outside. A truly enjoyable pool is 
not just fun to swim in, but fun to look at, too. Perhaps that’s 
why more and more homeowners are choosing untraditional 
swimming pools, pools that combine the look of a natural la-
goon with the added features and conveniences you might 
find in a high-end tropical resort pool, like swim-up bars, 
rock slides, foot showers and more. With just one glance, this 
kind of pool can whisk you away from your own home to an 
exotic vacation destination (or at least make you feel that 
way). These are the types of pools that Auburn-based  
Natural Design Swimming Holes has been building locally for 
more than 20 years. In fact, the award-winning pools built by  
Natural Design are so unusual that they are actually referred 
to as “swimming holes.” 

“Most of the people that we build for really love nature 
and they’re looking for a natural environment,” explains lead 
designer Leslie Jackson. “We’ve even had customers who have 
taken us on hikes in the back country to a favorite swimming 
hole they remember from childhood, and then had us design 
a pool that looks just like it.”

As a swimming hole designer, Jackson’s primary goal is to 
create a natural-looking swimming pool that incorporates and 
even showcases existing landscape features such as a steep 
hillside or granite outcroppings. In the absence of such fea-
tures, Jackson calls upon his design talents to “create” them so 

   …your pool is the  

     focal point  
    of the yard
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that they look as though they have always been a part of the landscape. The 
task not only requires engineering know-how, but a big slice of imagina-
tion and vision as well.  “We design around the existing topography of a 
site,” he says. “We’re always looking to enhance the natural beauty of a 
project or create a topography that looks entirely natural.”

One look and you can see the difference between a swimming hole and 
a traditional pool.  For example, in Loomis, a swimming hole was built that 
combined hand-sculpted boulders with existing natural ones. The pool 
was situated on a gently rolling hillside allowing for multiple eye-catching 

“We’re always looking to  

 enhance the natural  
   beauty of a project or  

 create a topography  

  that looks entirely natural.”

Continued from 9
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waterfalls.  Low mainte-
nance, drought-resistant 
plants blended in per-
fectly with old oak and 
other existing foliage in 
the yard. A streambed 
and footbridge was also 
included in the project. 
This pool has proven to 
be a picture perfect set-
ting for the homeowner, 
who also uses the lush 
waterscape as a back-
ground for her custom 
photography business.

Another project com-
pleted at a home in Rocklin 
was particularly challeng-
ing because the yard only 
offered about 12 feet of level space at the foot of a steep 
27-foot hillside. The swimming hole design required 
pushing back the hillside by 20 feet and creating a natural-
looking stone wall against it that doubled as a retaining 
wall and a backdrop for three spectacular multitiered wa-
terfalls that are nearly 20 feet high themselves.

Of course, natural rocks and steep hillsides are not 
a requirement to create a natural looking swimming 
hole. In Lincoln, dirt from the pool excavation was used 
to create a hillside with multiple waterfalls surrounding 
a swimming hole. Also incorporated in the design are 

hand-sculpted giant stone 
formations that extend 
from the bottom of the 
pool to far above the wa-
ter’s surface. That, in com-
bination with a beach en-
try, large shallow water 
area and natural looking 
pebble bottom treat-
ment, makes the result-
ing swimming hole 
looks as if it was al-
ways there, waiting to 
be discovered on a 
hot afternoon.

So if you’re 
thinking about 
building a swim-
ming pool in your 

own backyard, maybe you should consider a 
swimming hole. A beautiful pool offers more 
than just summertime fun, it could be your 
ticket to a backyard vacation, and you don’t 
even have to pack your bags. 

Natural Design Swimming Holes have been featured on the 
History Channel series “Modern Marvels” and in several 
Granite Bay Home Tours.  For more information about having 
one of their award winning swimming holes custom designed for 
your backyard contact them at (530) 823-5164. v
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